
KICK OFF !

A :  hackerspace@tamabi  at Tama Art University, Tokyo

B :  FabLab(BETA)  at Keio University Shonan Fujisawa Campas, Kanagawa

In 2010, we initiated an establishment of  

the first FabLab in East Asia. In the year 

2010,  we participated several exhibitions in 

nation-wide. ‘‘Personal Fabrication’’ was a full 

of  excit ing moment with l ike-mininded 

people. During Tokyo Designer’ s Week 2010, 

our organization presented ‘‘Fab Foo’’ . This 

was the first Fab Foo, held in Japan. To have 

the discussion with people from the different 

backgrounds,  such as engineering, design, 

art, fashion, architecture, education was inspiring 

and became unforgettable experience. From 

this experience, we learned the power of 

FabLab – leading the people to be united  and 

creating the future activities.　

FabLab Japan was founded by Dr.  Hi roya 

Tanaka, a professor at Keio University in Japan. 

When he participated FAB5 2009, held in India,  

he was inspired by the passion FabLab  commu- 

nity had. He realized the FabLab may have 

the potential to break through the wall existing 

between academia and society in Japan.

After he came back to Japan, he decided to 

establish the first FabLab in East Asia. Since 

then, various types of people such as students, 

engineers, designers, artists, architects, urban 

planner joined our organization. Currently, 

‘‘FabLab(BETA)’’ is trying to set up the Asian 

hub in  Japan.  So  fa r  two p reparato ry  

committees have been formed. One was 

formed by Dr. Hiroya Tanaka, based in Keio 

University. The other one was formed by Prof. 

Akihiro Kubota at Tama Art University.

Our next challenge is to make FabLab Japan 

stronger organization and it as a communi- 

cation site for Japanese creators and oversea 

creators. We believe what would make the 

organization stronger and sustainable is the 

participation and support from open-minded 

people from worldwide. We can not wait to 

make (almost) anything with FabLab around 

the World in our future.　
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